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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 

City of Costa Mesa, California 

A presentation made to the: 

Fairview Park Citizens’ Advisory Committee 

City of Costa Mesa, California 

August 19, 2013 

Topics to be presented: 

Harbor Soaring Society (HSS) History 

Statistics and Membership 

Current Flying Field Operations 

Community Benefits  

Founded 1964 

First AMA Chartered Soaring Club 

Silver Leader Club 2009 

Gold Leader Club 2011 

(Once Known As The Max Freed Memorial Field) 



Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 

History  
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Club Founded with 10 members, in 1962.      

Model Flying Started at Fairview Park in 1963. 

Quote from club founder… 
 

“From about 1963 on, we would 

also fly the bluff at the Fairview 

field, as a change of scenery and 

for variety of flying. There was no 

park there and the land belonged 

to the State of CA. The field was 

gigantic because Placentia Ave. 

did not cross it, so Fairview State 

Hospital was the east edge of the 

open field (hence we called it the 

Fairview site) and the two 

schools were not built yet…” 

 

Circa 1962 
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 

History  

In the Early Years, all Flying was Done off the Bluffs.      

Circa 1974 Circa 1974 
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 

History  

 Winch Lofted “Thermal Flying” becomes Popular in the1980’s. 

Quote from club founder… “We 

also started using the Fairview 

field for thermal flying when we 

discovered how good it could be 

at times. When Estancia High 

School was built we used the big 

grassy field there for thermal 

flying until more facilities made 

that unusable. By this time most 

competitive flying was thermal 

flying and not slope soaring and 

the club had become a mostly 

thermal soaring group so we 

dropped the word “slope” from 

the club name…” 
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1993 Talbert Regional Park is Created…  

Early 2000, Trees are Planted at Base of the Bluffs.  End of an Era! 

Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 

History  

The Planting of trees, blocks the Westerly wind, which created slope lift for the gliders ! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=talbert+regional+park+costa+mesa&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Z49ssjicXjRslM&tbnid=n8K-DFodCC1y_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://movewithmika.wordpress.com/tag/talbert-regional-park-costa-mesa/&ei=nrsOUv_lLs_QigKXnIDQDQ&bvm=bv.50768961,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNH3RspY8Ti1zvDIlWGIChOsqfQtFg&ust=1376782750264186
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 

History  

September 2005, Harbor Soaring Society Plans and Develops a Runway. 

Beginning of a New Era… Electric Powered Aircraft ! 



Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Statistics and Membership 

 Club Founded: 1962 – RC glider flying off the bluffs at Fairview Park.  

 Estancia High School is built in 1962.  HSS members start flying winch 

lofted “Thermal” gliders off the running track on the weekends.  

 Year 1964 - HSS receives it’s AMA charter. In time, the HSS becomes the 

oldest  AMA chartered model soaring club in the United States. 

 Year 2000 - planting of trees in Talbert Regional Park, reduces bluff lift. “New 

Era” for Harbor Soaring Society....  2005, Electric aircraft and birth of a runway! 

 Number of paid HSS members ~ 85+ 

 Number of non – HSS members using the runway:  Approximately 180. 

 Current club Dues: $20 per year – All members must hold  AMA 

membership, plus pay required city permit of $25.  

 The HSS is not aware of any safety or injury issues, as a result of its flight 

operations. 

 HSS operations actively occupy approximately 1.2 acres of park land out 

of the 208 acres of total park acreage, or approximately 0.5%. HSS 

believes the benefit gained within the community outweighs any negative 

impacts imposed on the park land. 7 



Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 

 Runway Area – 0.9 Acres, Ancillary Areas (Pits, Pilot Stations, Sailplane 

Launch Area) - 0.3 Acres.   

 A total of 1.2 Acres, or 0.5% of the 208 total acres within Fairview Park. 
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Current Flying Field Operations 
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The Harbor Soaring Society is first AMA chartered 

Soaring Club in the United States. 

 Silver Leader club since 2009. 

 Gold Leader Club since 2011. 

 Affiliation with Academy of Model Aeronautics… non-profit 

organization dedicated to the promotion of model aviation. It is the 

largest organization of its kind in the world… with a current 

membership of more than 150,000 members. 

 All  AMA  members must fly by strict safety guidelines and best practices.  

 All AMA members are covered by  $2.5 million liability insurance. 

Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Current Flying Field Operations - AMA  Membership   



Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Current Flying Field Operations 

 

 Rules in accordance with AMA regulations, modified to suit local 

conditions as imposed by the HSS. Rules are posted at the field for 

instruction of new fliers. 

 Extensive flight training program to maintain flight proficiency. 

 HSS members, when present, offer oversight of flight operations. 

 Constant stewards of the Fairview Park land made available to its 

members and guests for model airplane flying at no cost to the city. 

 E-blasts are sent to all HSS members regarding flight. restrictions, 

field closures, NOTAMS, city events, HSS events and work parties. 

The ability to notify all non-HSS flying permit holders would greatly 

enhance this communication opportunity. 
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits 

 HSS maintains the flying field and associated equipment at no cost to the 

city or any cost to those permitted fliers not members of the club. 

 All users of the field pay a city permit fee of $25 per year. It is estimated 

that provides ~ $6,600 income to the city. 

 Adult presence in the park reduces crime, and policing cost to the City. 

 HSS contributes to the environs through its continuing park cleanup 

events and has provided volunteers to install park signage along the 

many park trails… and looking forward to doing more. 

 HSS has no desire to expand its operations and is opposed to paving 

any portion of the park land under its use. 

 HSS offers the aviation experience, sometimes known as “the miracle of 

flight”, to all ages of participants including those now retired (senior 

citizens) to the many youth that stop by with their parents. Flight training 

is encouraged and provided at no cost. 

11 



12 

Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – Youth Participation 

Construction of HSS Kiosk  
  

Boy Scout Troop 711 hard at work !  Team effort at it’s Best !   



13 

Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – HSS Sponsored Events  



14 

Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – HSS Installation of Park Signage 

Circa 2008 
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – HSS Installation of Park Signage 

Circa 2008 



Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 

Community Benefits – HSS Installation of Park Signage 

 HSS ACTIVITIES:  And We Actually Do Real Work, No Cost To City  
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Digging Post Holes For Park Signs 

Posting Signs Along The Park Trail 

Thanks To E-blast & Dedication, Big Group For Park Cleanup 

Many Loads Of Trash, General 

Director Henry, Son and VP Jesse In 

The Thick Of Things! 
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – HSS Aerial Photography 

Circa 2005 

Aerial photo taken to assist the Orange 

County River Park Committee, determine 

degree of storm water intrusion into 

“Wetlands” adjacent to HB power plant. 

Circa 2012 

Aerial photo taken to document 

completion of water features in 

North end of Fairview Park. 



Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park  

Community Benefits – Flight Training at The OC Fair 
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Happy Family Flying Simulator Teaching the basics of Flight   

Mike Fox Making Lady Smile Young Man Concentrating ! 
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Future Airline Pilots Learn from a Pro ! 

Tina After First Flight, Big Grin ! 

Ted Broberg with Art, Doing Well ! 

Model Airplanes… A Family Affair ! 

Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park  

Community Benefits – Introduction to the Miracle of Flight  



Frank Colver, A Founder, Dedicated  ! A Waldorf Mom Flying The Simulator  

A Hobby for Kids of All Ages ! Ground School Over… Time to Fly! 

Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park  

Community Benefits – A Hobby that Lasts a Lifetime ! 
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – Respect for the Environment 

HSS members probably 

spend more time in 

Fairview Park than any 

other constituent group. 

As such, we are keenly 

aware of the unique and 

fragile ecology therein.  

 

To better educate 

ourselves… we on 

occasion, invite local 

experts to our monthly 

lecture series. 



22 

Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – Respect for the Environment 

Gliders sharing a thermal 

with White Pelicans… 

thanks good friends, soaring 

is a joy… (Fear not, they are way 

above the gliders, so no interference 

involved) 
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – Educational Outreach 

American Universities are producing fewer and fewer engineers. 

Airline pilots are retiring in greater numbers now, than any time in history! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=student&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HL0CDkU00nWI8M&tbnid=TZvXnghrgxQQeM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://rusbase.com/news/author/editor/survey-growth-student-entrepreneurialism/&ei=swcQUv_wLeKCjALEuYGQDA&bvm=bv.50768961,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGJLMEr_gj_wr5gCRhvvAQnmSJm3Q&ust=1376868636888018
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Pilot&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=e0Hmku9PHJVvCM&tbnid=4wp9Fj2onJI-JM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://williamtremblaypop.blogspot.com/2012/12/transportation-airplane-pilot-pop-32.html&ei=9AcQUvX2A4rliwKw4IGACw&bvm=bv.50768961,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFDv6TOrZELzkGukvIODRYoR1Lt7g&ust=1376868705314253
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – Educational Outreach 

 During it’s 50+ years existence… the members of the Harbor Soaring 

Society have spent countless hours instructing the next generation of 

engineers and pilots…  

Future pilot looking skyward, success ! HSS member John Anderson, teaching the 

“next generation” of  Engineers ! 



Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – Educational Outreach 

 HSS members… Fred Hesse, John Anderson, Joni Whittset, Dick Baxter and others 

spend quality time teaching local students the elements of aircraft design !  
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Davis, Whittier and Wilson schools have all benefited from HSS taught aeronautical programs.  

STEM  (Science – Technology – Engineering – Mathematics)    
HSS members are also actively pursuing the creation of STEM curricula for local High Schools. 

Late News:  Estancia High School, has confirmed they are “on-board ” 

          with our proposed STEM-BASED DBF program ! 
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – HSS Educational Outreach 

The American Institute of Aeronautics foundation 

Design-Build-Fly (DBF) competition provides 

students an opportunity to design and build a radio 

controlled aircraft to perform specific missions.  

HSS Member - Richard  Odle, is liaison and mentor to 

the first place finishing UCI, Design Build Fly team !  

https://www.aiaa.org/default.aspx
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – HSS Educational Outreach 

The UCI 2012/2013 DBF Team 

Briefing Our Membership On Their 

Success, First Overall at the AIAA 

World Heavy Lift Competition Out Of 

80 Teams Entered, Kudos ! 
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Harbor Soaring Society at Fairview Park 
Community Benefits – History 

In the mad rush of present day life, it’s easy to forget the 

history and the contributions of our little town… Costa Mesa ! 

In 1942, the land we are standing on, was the Santa Ana Army Airbase… Vital to the US 

war effort. In the 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s, Orange County was a major location for aerospace 

companies… and their contributions to the space race and our national defense. 
 

 Much has change… but for 50 years the Harbor Soaring Society has endured, and 

inspired the next generations for careers in aerospace and aviation! 
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